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OBSERVATIONS 
On the CONDUCT of 


The Late Adminiſtration. 


T jection, which appeared upon 
0 receiving the intelligence of the 


| * H E univerſal ſurpriſe and de- 


MINE French landing on the iſland of 
Minorca, muſt not be forgot ; 
nor the general murmurs and complaints 
againſt the late miniſters, for not ſending a 
force thither ſooner, nor a ſufficient one at 


laſt, 
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It was juſty apprehended, ſince they 
were landed, they certainly in the end would 


be maſters of the whole; the difference 


conſiſting only in the time employed in it. 


To this was added the melancholy ob- 
ſervation, of what juſtly might be expected 


to be our fate in America; which appeared 


to be ſo much neglected, as its cheif pre- 
ſervation was to depend, on raiſing four 
thouſand men, juſt then enacted to be raiſ- 
ed. While the whole attention and efforts 
of the adminiſtration had been exerted for an 
obvious cauſe, to create a war on the con- 
tinent, and avowed as neceſſary by way of 
diverſion; ſubſidies were granted for it; in 
conſequence of which, every other means 
of preſerving our own dominions, . were 
neglected. 
It was thought proper to take notice in 
rliament, juſt before the end of the ſeſ: 
lions, that the fleet ſent to Minorca, ought. 
and might have been of greater force and 
ſent ſooner, ſince the nation had been for 
ſo many months alarmed with that danger; 
thus called upon, the parliament conductor 
apologized for his own conduct, and left 
the blame to be anſwered for by others; 
in this ſituation it became abſolutely neceſ- 
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to 


( 53:5) 
for their preſervation, to direct the ſtorm 
"forme devoted head. | 


It appears by the letter from the admi- 


'ralty of the eight of June 1756, that the 
only evidence and charge againſt admiral 
Byng was, an extract of monſieur Galliſſo- 
niere's letter to his court, giving an ac- 


count of the action on the 2oth of May. 


It is an obvious remark on that nation, 
their celebrating their beaten victories; and 
of their commanders, for highly coloring 
their own actions; yet this extract is al- 
lowed to be undoubted, full evidence, to 
condemn and ignomimouſly puniſh two ad- 
mirals unheard. The materiq part of the 
extract ſays; at half an hour paſt two 
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in the afternoon, the two ſquadrons were 
in line of battle, and begun the engage- 
ment. The Engliſh conſiſted of 18 fail, 
of which 13 were of the line; and ours 
of twelve ſhips of the line ; and four fri- 
gates. The action laſted above three 
hours and a half, but was not general 
all the time; the Engliſh ſhips, that ſuf- 
fered moſt from our broad-fides, got to 
the windward again out of gun ſhot: 
they all along preſerved this advantage, 


that they might keep clear of us, as they 


pleaſed. After having made their greateſt 
/ 2 


efforts 
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French fleet kept on the defenſive, con- 
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ba generally believed ; but ſurely all the par- 


„ 
« efforts on our rear diviſion; which they 
* found ſo cloſe, and from which they 
were ſo furiouſly cannonaded, that t 
could not break in upon it. They reſolved 
ce to ſheer off, and did not appear again all 
* the next day, being the 2 1ſt.“ 
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Who is there, unprejudiced and unin- 
flamed from perſonal motives, that does not 
ſee from this very account, that our fleet 
endeavoured to engage cloſer,, and that the 


ſcious they could outſail us. 


The common ſenſe of the writers of 
the news papers, after inſerting the extract, 
made this obſervation, immmediately fol- 
lowing it. That there has been an en- 
gagement in the Mediterranean, which has 
not proved fo ſucceſsful as was expected, 


ticulars in the above account cannot be 
ſtrictly true. 


But who is there, that muſt not be un- 
der the greateſt aſtoniſhment and concern, 
to find his majeſty ſo far impoſed upon, by 
thoſe who wanted to ſcreen their own con- 
duct, by prejudicing and condemning, un- 
heard, two admirals, ſince they had * 

Other 


$22) 

other knowledge of that tranſaction, than 
this very extract ; which they ſent to him, 
as a charge fully proved, for which they 
juſtly deſerved with ignominy to be recalled, 
The letter of the eight of June from the 
admiralty to Mr. Byng, ſays; — © Sir, 


*© his majeſty having received an account, 


that the ſquadron under your com- 
©* mand, and that of the French, under 
* command of monſieur Galliſſoniere, 
% came to action off the harbour of 
©. Mahon the 2oth of laſt month, and that 
* the French (though inferior to you in 
« FoRCE) kept before the harbour and 
* obliged you to reteat. Iam commanded by 
© my lords commiſſioners of the admi- 
e ralty, to ſend you herewith an extract 
© of moſieur Gallifloniere's letter to his 
court, giving an account of the action, 
* and to acquaint you, that his majeſty is 
«© ſo much diſſatisfied with your conduct, 
« that he has ordered their lordſhips to re- 
« call yourſelf and Mr. Weſt.” 


. 


It appears by the whole tenour of this 
letter, as if his majeſty received another ac- 
count of the action, than is contained in 
Gallifſoniere's extract; and it is eaſily gueſſed 
from whom; for it ſays, in his majeſty's 
name, that the French (tho' inferior to you 
in force) kept before the harbour, &c. 4 d | 
| uc 


(:6)7 
ſuch thing appears in the extract; it names 
the number of ſhips of the line, and frigates 
on both fides. But even that very French- 
man did not'boaſt of his inferiority of force, 
that the great genius, who preſided over all 
our naval affairs, ſhould make that conclu- 
ſion; -confidering the apprehenſions he muſt 
be under, is not ſurpriſing, ſince it was be- 
come ſo neceſſary. The long and repeated 
intelligence, which was received here of 
twelve ſhips of the line with five frigates, 
fitting out at Toulon, was deſpiſed; and he 
always had aſſerted, they could not main 
above ſix or ſeven of the line. The names 
of the twelve ſhips were well known, the 
number of their guns and weight of metal, 
and what number of men they ought to 
carry to venture an equal engagement; 
when he knew the twelve ſhips of the line, 
and the frigates were failed to Minorca, from 
that time he muſt ſtand ſelf convicted, the 
French had the ſuperior force, arid the 
Engliſh the inferior. But ſome body 


muſt be facrificed to the odium of the 
people, that 'others might eſcape. The 
queſtion then aroſe, ' whom it ſhould be ; 
Galliflomiere's extract did not ſufficiently 
point it out; for it ſpeaks of a part of our 
fleet, making therr greateſt efforts on tbeir 


rear 
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THAT 


Six not. By 125 be . (Al ahi 
commaded th at part of our fleet, to 


ſure work. 95 it, and for fear of miſtakin 


conduct of this affair; they were both 1 une 
heard, ignominiouſſy diſgraced; though, 
one, a uſt have done his duty, and 
might rather have deſerved praiſe. . 1s not, 
the very motive, for their ſheering o 
deſcribed and accounted for it in theſe. ex- 
_ preſs words; after having madę i their 7 
| efforts on our, rear divifign, which: they, 
'Y | found ſo cloſe, and from which they were ſo 
Juriauſy canonaded, that they could not 
break 1 in upon it, they reſolved to ſheer of 


Does not this plainly declare, the Engliſh 
attacked and wanted another ſort of en- 
gagement; 90 the F rench Rill EY 4. | 
q | cloſer engagement, inſtead of taking the, ad- 
vantage of that part of our fleet, w 9 75 
4 had ſuffered by their furious cannonading, 


and made, as he ſays, our, Hips. go, to the. 
f windwar 4 


The 
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on hom to lay the blame of the Hb 
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from the French, hs before 150 harbour 


EL 


> Te they had, in the cleanneſs 
of their ſhips, was known to them there, 
and to us bee does it not then appear 
plainly. from this very ſtate of it, that they 
preſerved and depended entirely upon this 
advantage, and that they avoided a more 
cloſe and general engagement, and the Engliſh 
purſuit, to bring them to it, was unattain- 
able, while they would avoid it. What 
then had the Engliſh to do; but what 
he ſays, in conſequence of it they did. 
Finding they could not break in upon it, 
they reſolved to ſheer off. From what did 
they ſheer off, but a fruitleſs attack for 
want of a ſuperior force, Is that a retreat 


of Mahon. 


When we conſider this extract, as the 
only account his majeſty had received of 
the action on the 20th of May; we muſt 
ſurely be under the greateſt concern, an 
defirous to know, who informed and ad-. 
viſed him, or by whoſe direction theſe 
words; in-the letter of the eight of June, 
from the admiralty, were inſerted, that” 
the French, though inferior to Jou in force 


kept 


(8: 13 

kept before the harbour and obliged you to 
retreat, For Galifſoniere's extract does not 
mention, where the engagement happened; 
why then aſſert from this very extract, that 
he kept before the harbour and obliged him 
to retreat. Which is the whole and every 
part of the charge, upon which two ad- 
mirals, unheard, were condemn'd to be 
ſuſpended. For any thing that appears by this 
extract, he might have executed his orders, 
relative to fort St. Phillip's, before the ac- 
tion ——and landed lord Robert Bertie's 
regiment, with the other forces, the new 
general, deputy, deputy governor, Where 
then would have been his ſuperiority, they 
having determined on the 25th of March, 
that the force deſigned at firſt to be ſent, was 
too great, therefore had order'd the ma- 
rines to be diſcharged from that ſquadron; 
how inferior muſt ours have been then, ac- 
cording to their orders and their knowledge, 
as a battalion was not ſent from Gib- 
raltar. And the truth has ſince appeared, 
that he was before the harbour, and left 
it to go and engage the French fleet | 
It was therefore impoſſible they ſhould 
have any knowledge or intelligence of fo 
falſe and groundleſs a fact; which, they 
charge his ſacred majeſty with having re- 

ceived 


uy Pye — 
—- — . 
= . ” — —— 
= a — - — * ” — * 3 


— *., - 
— -&), « 


= „% Ig — 


— —_— = 
. * 
_ — 1 
7 E — 
” — — 


* — — — — —— — — — ¶ ͤœ œ MBM — —_ — 
4 TY . _ * —_— uw td _ 
— T — - _ q — P 1 


=. I 7 8 
. —— 


— 
— — 


5 — 
_—_— 
— 


—_ 


LA " n 9 75 


44 -- 
5 — + 


„ „ 


BP; 4 , . q 8 
- *, + a 4» #0 o * 
be 4 KR nn — — 
wy d 4 7 — 7 wad 
2 RET, . f —. 
= ol _— * — 
* 


* — — — 
—— — — x i. owe —— — 


610) 

ceived an account of, to juſtify themſelves, 
and ſacrifice Byng to popular rage. But what 
is ſtill moſt aſtoniſhing at this very hour, 
that from the horrors of their own con- 
ſcious guilt, they ſent the very extract of 
Galiſſoniere to our admiral, as the only 
charge of full undoubted facts and evi- 
dence, that could not be queſtioned or de- 
nied; therefore they deſerved the ſentence 
already paſſed on them here unheard. In 
* what light now muſt appear, all their in- 
telligence of dreadful invaſions, under their 
colouring, for their own views and pur- 
poſes ; from hence will not we attend, does 
not all. Europe attend, to what the king 
of France ſays in his declaration of war, 
of the late miniſters impoſing on his 
majeſty.* "929 3 


The whole of this tranſaction was not only 
a moſt amazing credibility in a French ac- 


* It is equally notorious, that the Engliſh fleet had 
been making prizes of French veſſels more than fix 
months, when the firſt battalions, which his majeſty or- 
dered to the ſea coaſt, began their march. If the king 
of England ſhould ever reflect on the falſhood of the reports 
which have been made to him concerning theſe facts, he 
will not ſurely forgive thoſe, who have betrayed him into 
the Aſſertion of what is ſo far from being true, that it 
cannot by any artifice be rendered ſpecious. 9 ; 


count, 


* 


n | 
count, but attended with ſuch a precipitancy 
to caſt the load on others, that they would 
not ſtay for any accounts, that might come 
from other parts, but ſeemed to dread moſt 
the account of the action from our own 
fleet; which account formetly was ever 
deemed neceſſary to ground our judgment 
upon. But it was become abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to divert immediately the national rage 
and reſentment from themſelves. 


The two admirals thus prejudged and 
ſentenced; tho' it appeared one muſt be in- 
nocent, and only both thus uſed for fear of 
ſome unhappy miſtake in the perſon 
The next and moſt material conſideration, 
for the preſervation of thoſe, whoſe con- 
duct was ſo juſtly blamed thro' this whole 
affair, was on which to turn and direct this 
popular flame and rage. The conſidera- 
tion therefore muſt have been, whom they 
moſt dreaded, ſhould be the innocent per- 
ſon —— The letters from admiral Byng at 
Portſmouth, were tacitly upbraiding, and 
proving, the admiralty had not uſed their 
utmoſt endeavours to fit him out ſooner, 
after he was appointed to his command; ang 
that there were many uneceſſary delays, 
which ought to have been prevented by 

Shes, 4 bi them 
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(i them He too was poſitively aſſured by 
[iſ the great naval authority, the French could 
14 not fit out above ſix or ſeven ſail of the line: 
1 — He too was poſſeſſed of thoſe ſtrange, 
i perplexed, abſurd, confounding inſtructions, 
which could ſerve more to juſtify them- 
ſelves, than an admiral,” if he was unſuc- 
ceſsful —— But above all, he was guilty of 
a high and unpardonable crime 'in his let- 
ter from Gibraltar, of the fourth of May, in 
which he accuſes the admiralty of the greateſt 
negligence.* Byng therefore was neceſſarily 
doomed to popular fury —— No ſooner 
c6uld they ſingle him out, than they pur- 
ſued him to deſtruction by, ballads, elegies, 
pictures, grubs, bonfires, executions, which 
were all remarkably encouraged and propa- 
vated by miniſterial tools, and perſons in 

plwoyment. | 1 


From hence it was eaſily forſeen, by the 
leaſt experienced, that the contagious flame 
ieee p28 would 


* Mr, Byng's letter, 4th of May, from Gibraltar: 
where he mentions not only the French having 13 men 
of war, but ſays that there are but few or no ſtores in 
the magazines to ſupply any of the ſquadron, that may 
be in want of them; and it appears by a letter that I 
received from the ſtore-keeper and maſter ſhip-wright, 
that the careening wharfs, ſtore-houſes, pits, &c. are en- 

tirely decayed. | f 


((-:13 9) | 
would. ſpread over the whole nation; which 
prejudices, with reſentments thus raiſed, im- 
ntly exerted in revenge for national dif- 

| —— and the greateſt national loſs, would, 
without evidence or any regard to juſtice or 
reaſon, require from them à real execution, 
to juſtify their own actions, importance 
and underſtanding. Hiſtory ſhews ages 
are neceſſary to obliterate national preju- 
dices, when the populace of a nation have 
once been raiſed to acts of reſentment, by 
their miniſters, or governors, be it either for 
their ſafety, or to ſcreen themſelves; which, 
tho fo often practiſed, will ſcarce ever fail 
them; for by this means the people are made 
a party in the cauſe, and ach individual 
thus impoſed on, thinks himſelf intereſted, 
that it ſhould not be proved, he was or 
could be impoſed on —— The multitude 
therefore never can conceive, that public 
authority, for the information of the people, 
has been proſtituted and corrupted to in- 
flame their minds; what no reality in the 
laudable contention, who ſhould ſhow the 
greateſt diſcovering ſagacity, witht he moſt 
' unbounded reſentment to ſingularize them- 
ſelves for the love of their country. Their 
pride would be too much mortified to think, 
they could be fo far impoſed upon, that 


one, 


( 24 )) 
Whg might have been innocent, could 
2 be executed in 


effigy, without 

rving it, or that it could only be mat- 

ter of diverfion—— In. all times ſhows and 

| ceremonies, ;þath.. in religion and politics, 

convince the. 0 of the Foun more than 
. ſenſe or e 


We live in a te, ben v We can more 
coolly conſider and examine the horrid 
ſhocking rage of the nation, on account 
of the it plot, in the-reign of Charles 
the = we now ſee nothing but the 
groſſeſt abſurdity, falſhood and contradic- 
tion in every part of the accounts of it; 
we now are at loſs to perceive a poſſibility 
of any connected idea, which could ſo in- 
fatuate the nation. Oates, Bedlows, falſe evi- 
dence ſacrificing ſo much innocent blaod, 
to the diſhonour of our anceſtors, is not ſuf- 
ficient to warn us from the ſame frantic fury, 
whenever it again ſhall be AP raiſed and 
adminiſtered to us. 


* 


Having engaged his majeſty's Gt 
name to ſcreen themſelves, and lay the 
odium on others unheard, on the boaſting 
extract of a French cominander to his court, 
they fell ſecurely into their regular, unin- 

' _  terrupted 
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e courſe. of buſineſs, to make the 
moſt of incidents that might ariſe, . to 


provide and reward their dependants, ſup- 


porters and flatterers; one therefore was: 
made an admiral, when there was no hopes 
of ſaving Minorca — For him it was a ſuf- 
ficient merit, that we had failed round the 
world together — His promotion became a 
ſufficient merit for all his ſeniors to be 
made admirals alſo, or to be otherwiſe pro- 
vided for, tho' they had not merit enough 
to be employed as ſuch Sven Broderick, 
who was commodore of ſive men of war 
ſent to the aſſiſtance of Byng, though ſo 
far truſted, was not no thought proper 
to be depended on, for the fake of the pre- 
tence of making a favourite an admiral, 
as it was no longer doubted now, we ſhould 
certainly loſe Minorca ; the government 
of it muſt likewiſe be loſt ; and the go- 
vernor, tho' we had ſo many months notice 
and apprehenſions for that place, neither 
was, nor deſigned to be there — but gene- 


ral Stuart was ſent to ſupply that want in 
ſome reſpet—lt is well remembered, that 
when the Spaniards laſt beſieged Gibraltar, 
lord Portmore the governor was there. But 


now the government of Minorca was ex- 
changed for that of Gibraltar; may we not 
alk, what new dangers, at that juncture, fo 


par- 
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particularly threaten'd that place and from 
whence? Would not this highly juſtify 
admiral Byng, when he could have no proſ- 
pect of ſucceſs in another engagement with 


the French en to do his utmoſt os 
Gibraltar 4 5 f 


> 


- While hays were alike: 0 berg - 
indulpin themſelves with the incidents 
thataroſe from the public calamities, plum 
ing — on their great ſucceſs, and 
political impoſitions on his majeſty and his 
people, news came from the Dutch mer- 
chants at Malaga, to their correſpondents in 
Holland, and from thence was ſent here, 


which diſturbed their golden plundering 


dreams, and threatned to rob them of a 
mu rdering ſacrifice for their preſervation; 
the purport was, that the action on the | 
twentieth of May was a victory on our 
fide. — What could be more odious, more 
ominous ! — We muſt be prepared againſt 
that dreadful condemning found, to all 
our actions and deſperate impofitions — 
This alarming news was publiſhed in the 
papers, before the expreſs arrived from 
Byng Loſing rr often after the 


. Tols 


* Cover was a criminal word, neceſlary to be obli- 
terated 3 in his letter, 
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loſs of a great ſtake, deſperately ſtake 


their whole fortune - The dreadful ſound 
of victory muft be no more ecchoed in our 
ears; above all, that noxious word muſt be 
obliterated in Byng's letter ——The glory, 
the honour of that day's action, between 


the two nations, muſt be given up and ſa- 


crificed to our own preſervation, to juſtify 
the orders of the eight of June, in direct con- 
tradiction to the only intelligence they had 
received, in which the French claimed no 
victory, while the ſuperiority of the French 
appears undoubtedly from that very account 
ſent them by Byng. But tho' it is properly 
no victory, the honour of the day ought as 
zealouſly to be contended for by our mi- 
niſters and this nation, as it could be by the 
French, but ſelf-preſervation was the firſt 
principle. Every part of  Byng's letter, 
that might do him honour, was caſtrat- 
ed; and every. part that had the leaſt 
tendency to juſtify him from crimes, he 
did not know he was or could ſo much 


as be accuſed of, was garbled to anſwer 
their own private purpoſes; the public au- 
fthority of the Gazette was proſtituted to 


publiſh it, as admiral Byng's letter, by 
which he appeared to witneſs againſt him- 


elf, and ſtand ſelf- convicted and condemned 


—— be ſcripture itſelf may be thus abo- 
* minably 


( 18 ) 9 
abominably tortured and mangled into blaſ- 
phemy : the fool ſaid in his heart there 
was no God, leave out the 'words the foo! 
ſaid in his heart. 


A conſcious dread, that even this would 
not be all ſufficient to impoſe on the pub- 
lic, made them to venture ſtill farther and 
more deſperately ; for they took upon them- 
ſelves to order comparative liſts to be 
made, and printed in the Gazette, as fol- 
lowing an information received from Byng 
himſelf; theſe two liſts, in oppoſite and 
bY comparative lights, ſhewed the number of 
1% ſhips and guns in both the French and 
N Engliſh ſquadrons, the killed and wounded 
on both ſides in each ſhip; by which it ap- 
peared, . that none were killed or wounded 
in admiral Byng's, therefore deſigned and 
calculated for that very purpoſe, that from 
thence every one mult be convinced he was 
a coward, and that they had the gift of fore- 
knowledge. The very manner of publiſhing 
theſe liſts, as if coming from him, heighten- 
* cd the flame, and was thought a full and 
15 ſufficient evidence of his treachery and cor- 
= | reſpondence with the French; for how elſe 
could he come at their liſt of killed and. 
wounded ? for the liſt of the killed and 
7 wounded in our fleet, it was plain and cer- 

F : | | tain, 
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- tain, that it came from him; the enraged 


mob even urge it at this day, as a proof of 
his treachery, ſince he is acquitted of cow- 
ardice ; and nothing but his blood will ſa- 
tisfy them — Theſe liſts upon the face of 


them, appear to be collected from ſeveral 


papers and accounts, picked out, collected, 
and placed in this very inflammatory, and 
falſe light, to direct the ſtorm againſt Byng 
—- Thus that confidence, which ought ever 
to be ſacredly preſerved between the crown 
and people, in the communication of natio- 
nal affairs, was infamouſly proſtituted by 
the miniſters to ſerve their own vile bloody 
views. 

This infamous account, as well as ſome- 
thing elſe relative to theſe tranſactions, will 
be for ever recorded in our hiſtory, and 
no leſs ſhock our poſterity, than we are by 
reading the accounts of the Popiſh plot. 


10 But there is ſtill another point of vie w, 
which muſt be conſidered, as to the inſidious 


and e ee of it. For we ſee 


his majeſty's name is made uſe of, as hav- 
ing received an account of the action of 
the harbour of Mahon, the 20th of laſt month 
and that the French, THOUGH INFERIOR 
To YOU IN FORCE, kept before the harbour, 
2 | and 
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and obliged you to retreat. If his majeſty's 
name has been uſed in this manner without 


nal, for Gallifſoniere's extract ſays no ſuch 


and that the French retreated from them; 
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his knowledge, the late miniſters are highly 
criminal ; if the miniſters gave his majeſty 
this information, they were equally crimi- 


thing — Byng's trial muſt convince all the 
world of the falſity of it, and of the criminal 
impoſition on his majeſty and the nation; for 
it nowappears beyond poſſibility of a doubt, 
the Engliſh had the honor of the day, 


and notwithſtanding all the advantages th 
had to attack us, they would not even ſuf- 
fer us to come to a cloſe engagement 'with | 
part of our fleet only, which it evidently 
appeared, we were deſirous, and endea- 
voured to do. — Who now can or will 
defend the aſſertion, which is made in his 
majeſty's name; that the French, THouGH 
INFERIOR TO YOU IN FORCE, Rept before 
the harbor, and obliged you fo retreat. It 
will be remarked andlong remembered, that 
before they received any account of the ac- 
tion, they dechred Byng would not fight, 
foreſtalling conſequences to clear them- 
It ought to have been mentioned before, 
and ever remembered on this * ; 

| FEA | | that 
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E 
that the council of war held at Gibraltar 
on the fourth of May, gave it as one of their 
reaſons, for not ſending a battalion; hat 
the Toulon ſquadron, by the beſt accounts the 
'council have received, is atleaſt equal in force, 
if not ſuperior to that under admiral Byng ; 
which was received herea few days before 
they received Gallifloniere's extract. This 
muſt haye been imputed as a high crime in 
the council of war; this was received at the 
fame time with that deſponding letter of 
Byng's, from which they ſo prepoſterouſly 
'and falſely concluded, he would not fight ; 
though it might be as yet doubtful, it was 
highly probable, they would have the ſu- 
periority by the time he could come to an 
engagement, conſidering the diſtance of time 
from the ſending of that intelligence to Gib- 
raltar, and that of his arrival off Mahon; 
and that the admiralty had juſt cauſe to ex- 
pect it would, appears by a letter dated 
oof 1ſt of May fm the Mice. I will not 
mention the various reaſons aſſigned for 
ſuch declarations, but there is one ſo ob- 
vious, that I muſt take notice of. — The 
knew at that time the great force the French 
had landed on the iſland of Minorca, and 
that our fleet could not preſerve it — The 
fault thererefore was to be their certainty of 
his not fighting enough; not their total ne 
A La ect 
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( 22 ) 
glect of Minorca; they knew likewiſe at that 
time, the force of the French ſquadron, the 
names of the ſhips, number of guns and 
weight of metal, and the number of men 
that were neceſſary for their complements ; 
and the adyantage they might have in put- 
ting on board, any number of ſoldiers from 
the iſland, | | | ' 


But to put beyond the. poſſibility of a 
doubt, how juſtly grounded their know- 
ledge was of the improbability of any ſuc- 
ceſs attending Byng, from the juſtly dread- 
ed ſuperiority of the French, the letter from 
the admiralty office to admiral Byng, dated 
the 21ſt of May, remarkable from being 
the very day after the action, ſays, Sir, 
« My lords commiſſioners of the admiral- 
« ty having received certain intelligence, 


e that the French are fitting out more 


* ſhips at Toulon, they have thought pro- 
* per to reinforce the ſquadron under your 
% command, &c.” 


The ſhips were the Prince George of 80 
guns, the Hampton-Court, Ipſwich and 


. Naſſau, of 64 guns each, and the Iſis of 


5o guns. Why was not equal credit given 
to the certain intelligence they had con- 
ſtantly received for above ſeven mow z. 

| v Y, 


( 23 ) 
why, fince they would not ſend a ſquadron 
ſooner, did they not at laſt ſend ſuch an 
additional force with admiral Byng, From 
hence we may obſerve, that thoſe, who 
were ſo certain, the French could not 
mann above ſeven men-of war, were now 
apprehenſive, the French were able to fit 
out and mann an additional. nayal force to 
join Galliſſoniere Self convicted and 
condemned for not ſending a ſquadron ſooner 
to ſave Minorca, nor a ſufficient ſtrength at 
laſt, they had nothing left to ſcreen them- 
ſelves, but to impoſe on their royal maſ- - 
ter, and to abuſe the national confidence, in 
vrhat is publiſhed in the Gazette by authority. 
The names of the ſhips, the number of 
guns, and the number of killed and wound- 
ed on both ſides, has ended in blood, as 
was deſigned, which it is hoped, will not 
atone for their crimes, or ſerve to ſcreen their 
iniquity ; for whoever will read Byng's trial, 
will find it proved, beyond the poffibility 
of an excuſe, that ſeveral of our ſhips in 
the line of battle had- not the number of 
guns, which the Gazette has aſſerted they 
had; and to crown the glory of this atroci- 
ous act, they inſert, that mighty ſhip of war, 
the Fortune Sloop, with its fourteen popp 
guns, and count her heavy cannon, to prove 
our ſuperiority over the French in number 


of 


( 24.) | 
of guns; by which it is plainly and fully 
ow the French were inferior in force to 
yng, for theſe mighty popp guns tell in 
the numbers, no matter how trifling the 
weight of the ball is, or whether equal to 
a French cannon of 4.2 pounders, for of that 
weight they were taken out of our ſhips ; 
the heavieſt of ours were but thirty two 
 pounders—— We had however with the 
© good ſhip Fortune, the greateſt number of 
; —_ ſhips and guns; without the great _y 
Fortune the number of ſhips had been equal. 
Every man of ſenſe, who had the leaſt know- 
ledge of the naval forces of the two powers, 
knew from the moment they heard the 
number of ſhips and of guns carried by each 
ſhip, that the, French fleet was ſuperior to 
Byng. And this was known here long be- 
fore our account of the action came 
It therefore became abſolutely neceſſary to 
apply to the paſſions and ancient prejudices 
of the nation, that one Engliſh man of war 
ought to fight and beat two French men of 
war, but here we had more ſhips, more guns 
Therefore nothing but rank cowardice 
or a treacherous correſpondence could pre- 
vent the enemy from being blown out of 
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( O85 )) | 
Compare that mighty line of battle ſhip, 
the Deptford of 50 guns and 280 men, 
with a French ſhip of 50 guns. Compate 
the Captain, which, the Gazette aſſerted, 
carried 70 guns and was manned by 480 
men only, whoſe greateſt guns are but 24 
pounders, with a Frenchman. of war of 
70 guns. Behold the Invincible now at 
- Portſmouth, ſhe is but a French man of war 
of 74 guns. We are always deceived, in 
reckoning our men on board our ſhips, 'ac- 
cording to the nominal complement, with- 
out making any deductions for the fictici- 
ous men. The number borne ſhould only 
b 


= Formerly our ſhips, for the number of 
their guns, carried equal weight of metal 
with a French ſhip of the ſame number. 
But now a French ſhip of the ſame number 
of guns is greatly larger, and carries a much 
greater weight of metal and a greater num- 
ber of men — ſo that ſhe is every way a ſhip 
of much ſuperior force to an Engliſh ſhip 
of the ſame number of guns; except ſome 
few as have been lately built or altered, and 
put upon an equality with them in that re- 
ſpect. But how abandoned and profligate 
is it in this preſent caſe, to reckon our ſhips 
of the old eſtabliſhment, and compare them 
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conſidered, in regard to ſhips in the point of 
ſuperiority, is the condition of the ſhips 
and men, the French were clean and 
juſt come from their Port; the bad con- 


propoſitions; the moſt abſurd and ſelf- 
contradictory in their ' own nature, and in 
terms to be made one of. The merci- 


. 

to the French ſhips of the ſame number of 
guns, as if the weight of metal of our guns 
was equal to the French, and not allow for 
that vaſt increaſe of force and ſuperior power 
in the French ſhips. Another thing to be 


dition of ours appears on Byng's trial 
But to return to dur faithful Gazette, by 
which they obtained two ſtrings to their 
murdering bow while the populace 
greedily ſwallowed both, as one and the 
ſame demonſtrated proof of two facts and 


"if 


ful concluſion therefore at preſent is, nee 4 


it was not cowardice, it muſt be trea- 
chery, and his blood muſt attone for it. 


But this incoherent garbled letter, which ; 


was to paſs as a letter from an officer 
of great rank and long ſervice in the 
navy, muſt be declared to be unintelligi- 
ble — ſince it was fo contrary to the pre- 
determined reſolution, how the action muſt 
have paſſed to -preſerve ourſelves. Tho, 
he might not be a good writer in other 
reſpects; 


(a7) 

reſpects; yet ſurely he was capable in 
the - ſea 3 — terms to have con- 
- veyed a clear, explicit account of a na- 
val engagement. And however expreſ- 
ſed, it could not be groſsly wanting to 
carry on a connected idea of the whole 
affair; to one eſpecially of the ſame pro- 
feſſion. e N 


The expreſs that brought Mr, Byng's 
letter had travelled through all Spain, at- 
tended by the joyfull ſound. of victory; 
till it came to the Admiralty. There the 
whole letter ſtruck them with diſpair and 


elt- WF aſtoniſhment ; but it is well remembered, 
| in for it immediately perſpired, bow they 


"© vented their rage againſt that odious word, 
victory; which was well known before the 
WW Gazette was publiſhed ; and I no ſooner per- 


t. ceived, that word was omitted in the Gazette, 

but I juſtly ſuſpected the letter would be 
hich garbled of what made moſt againſt them- 
cer ſelves, and in favour of Byng, to ſerve their 
the ¶ own deteſtable intereſt and preſervation. 
pre- The very ſound of the word, victory, 
nuſt coming from our own fleet, who were ac- 
Tho, tors in the very engagement, though it 


might not be ſtrictly true, yet was it a joy- 
ful ſenſe, warmly expreſſed for the honour 
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628) f 
and glory of the day, and together with 
the whole letter, a full and unanſwerable 
proof, that Gallifſoniere's boaſting account 
was falſe; much more ſo the conſequences 
they drew from that account, as facts, upon 
which two admirals, unheard, were puniſhed 
by an ignominious ſuſpenſion. 


The Queſtion therefore would aturally 
be, what muſt we do for our own preſerva- 
tion, with this horrid, dreadful letter. A cun- 
ning able ſecretary could have ſuggeſted no 
better expedient, than to let him make it un- 
intelligble—Byng'sletter muſt be garbled of 
thoſe noxious, highly criminal accuſations and 
' proofs it contained againſt others, as well 
as of what made for his juſtification — 
To this let there be, with the moſt iniquitous 
malice made up and taken from ſeveral 
accounts, a ſtate of the Engliſh and French 
fleets in the engagement, with the num- 
bers of the killed and wounded on both 
fides, that the whole might appear to be in 
Byng's letter, then his buſineſs is done — 
Thus calculated, thus publiſhed, it was at- 
tended with a frantic rage, that exceeded 

their warmeſt expectations, though not 

their moſt ſanguine wiſhes — The rage, the 

fury, the ſhews, the ceremonies of execu- 

tions, which aroſe to ſuch a height of in- 

fatuation, 


ee 


629 ) 
fatuation, was owing to this Gazette, and 
their dependent tools expenſively enflaming 
it, daily furniſhing fuel, as they were juſtly 
ſenſible it could not laſt long; that truth in 
the end might prevail, and the true copy of 
the letter be publiſhed, by which the na- 
tion might ſee their infamous impoſition on 
them - It therefore-became abſolutely 
neceſſary for them to continue and keep up 
the flame, by the ſame arts it had been 
raiſed, of impoſing ſhews and ceremonies. 
From this motive aroſe the frequent ill 
uſage and puniſhment of admiral Byng 
before his trial, the numerous, the pompous 


guards to convey, to protect, to ſecure him; 


the ſtory of his endeavouring to eſcape, 
ſerved as a ſhew and a delight to the mob, 
to ſee the iron bars on the top of his chim- 
ney But theſe and many more of this 
nature are -trifles, compared with another 
ſtamp of authority given to juſtify the rage 
of the people, from the forgery in the 
Gazette. For undoubtedly the ſecreting any 
part of a letter, which is = in evi- 
dence of a crime, for which a man has 
been, or is to be puniſhed, eſpecially that 
part whichtends to his juſtification, or proves 
his innocence, is certainly the moſt auda- 
cious- and crminal impoſition on a nation, 
which infatuates and deludes them by means 
of ſuch falſe evidence or forgery : ſtill more 


ſo 


( 39.) | 
ſa where- the parts of the letter ſo ſecreted, 
would ſufficientiy prove the guilt of 


others, 


The people now wonder, how | 
could be ſo groſly impoſed on, whilſt no- 
thing but the groſſeſt impoſitions can at- 
tract their attention, from their ; 
hurrying purſuit of amuſements, and diſ- 
ſipation; Shews therefore, and pannic ter- 
rors alone can ſtrike their imaginations. 
The pompous effigy, with the parade from. 
the Tower, attended by the lower ſlaves in 
office, the expenſive ſcattering away of 
money, were undoubted proofs of his guilt 

any reaſons or arguments, What 

office has now the department of paying for 
mobs and bonfires, we know not; fince 
the time of the late memorable bill of the 
Poſt- office, by whoſe account it appeared, 
a very great ſum of publick money was ex- 
pended for ſuch important ſervices of go- 
vernment ; this example, this mockery of 
juſtice was followed by the nation with plea- 
ſure and diverſion - They had lately ex- 
perzenced to what a height, they could 
raiſe our paſſions by the groſſeſt impoſitions. 
Ihe opportunity of involving the nation a- 
| og in a continent war was greedily ſeized. 
he miniſter had forty years experience that 
nothing 


( 97 ) 

nothing was too abſurd to impoſe upon tłiis 
—— the laſt war was — — 
ry, and in that only he was ſucceſsful as to 
to us. He would not permit us for his own 
Intereſt, for the ſake only of his obtainin 
power, that the treaty of Hannau ſhoul 
be concluded. He refuſed every offer for 
peace. Neceſſity at laſt, When we had 
no more money, when we were With- 
in a month of a general bankruptcy, he 
permitted us to accept of a peace. None 
of the favourite expectations were obtained 
by it. But ſuch extraordinary care was 
employed on an old obliterated debt, that 
if we read the hiſtory of thoſe times, 
= will appear a very odd one; that he forgot 
to renew one of our treaties of com- 


merce with Spain. Which oceaſioned again 
another more definitive treaty. There was 
in it a reference to the former about an 
article of account; which ended in the 


c 4 


— South- ſea company's having nothing for 
2 the debts due to them; and the receiv- 
f ing only 100,000, inſtead of their an- 
1 nual ſhip. But we don't yet know Wwhat 
— | 

Id 


was done as to the Hanover debt. 


The peace therefore was by no means 


a- ſatisfactory, nothing was talked of after- 
d. k : wards, 
lat 


( 32 ) 
wards, but the recovering our finances; and 
then for another war again; elaborate cal- 
culations were made and publiſhed, to 
prove how much better it was for the 
publick not to take off any taxes, when 
they reduced the intereſt of the nati- 

onal debt; for we ſhould be ſo much 
the ſooner in a condition for it again. 
One of the given periods, for ſuch a 
recovered. ſituation, was Chriſtmas 17 563 
but the French ſeeing what we were doing, 
and knowing our deſigns, had not the 
politeneſs to ſtay ſo long. * * 


For no ſooner. was the war concluded, 
but the miniſter laid his ſcheme, for what 
muſt infalliably in a few years produce 
another, the ſettlement of Hallifax. Our 
own brother, knowing the conſequences, 
declared againſt it; he treacherouſly im- 
poſed upon thoſe but who ſtill loved 
the true intereſt of their country, in prefer- 
ence, to all Germanic ſyſtems and favou- 
rite meaſures; and were glad for once to 
employ the treaſures of this nation, for ſo 
beneficial a purpoſe as they were made 
to be believed it would be. 


I will not now enter upon a deducti- 
on of facts, treaties, memorials, nor on 
what 


(331 

what has been publiſhed concerning it; 
nor take any notice of ſome extraordi- 
nary aſſertions and tranſactions relating 
to the river Ohio. But may I humbly 
preſume only to ask, what will appear 
extremely abſurd to this nation, except 
a very few Is Halhfax erected on 
the dominions of this nation, by virtue 
of the treaty of Utrecht, founded on the 
treaty of Breda If it ſhould hereafter 
appear it is not, to whom do we owe 
this pernicious fatal war ? 


Then in what a. high light will ap- 
the able, artful conduct of France, 
who permitted us, and never queſtioned 


= our right to that place, but then moſt 


maſterly turned it upon us; ſince that 
is the Acadia you have a right to, and 
claim by virtue of the treaty of Utrecht, 
it is a very ancient Acadia, which they 
then confine to its then ancient little ter- 
Titories, there they unanſwerably retrench- 
ed themſelves, ſince we muſt upon any 
account be permitted to acknowledge, 
that Hallifax was not in that, we ſo juſtly 
had a right to. 


F All 


( 34 ) 


All our replies then would be nothing 
but blundering on, plunging deeper in 
the mire, producing many ſtrong and gla- 
ring proofs againſt ourſelves, when we 

_ departed from that great, only uſeful im- 
portant Acadia of the treaty of Breda, 
for atrifle, to us, in reſpect of the other. 
Great ſums we have expended on Hal- 
lifax, much greater would it coſt to keep 

it long, and in the end is nothing but 
a dreadful uninhabitable place. Our laud- 
able zeal ſupported and carried on the 
, deluſion. The miniſter knew his ſecret 
intention of the uſe and deſign of the 
whole. If that ſettlement had never been 
made, or as ſoon as the error was per- 
ceived, we had abandoned Hallifax, we 
now ſhould have had no war to have 
': anſwered his deſperate purpoſes, tho' in- 
fallibly tending to our utter ruin and ſub- 
verſion of all that is valuable to this once 
powerful, flouriſhing nation. — They in- 
ſiſted upon things being 'in the treaty of 
Utrecht, which were not in it ; — At laſt, 
when too late to be of any ſervice to 
inform them better, even ſuppoſing them 
deſirous of it, they ridiculouſly boaſted, 
they had diſcovered, at the bottom of 
an old trunk in the ſecretary's office, the 
Latin treaty.— A war plainly appeared 
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6355) 
to be determined by the inſtructions to Brad- 
dock. By the anſwer of the 22d of January 
to monſieur Mirepoix, from thence we 
were intrepidly hurrying to Germany to 
raiſe forces; the Heſſians, the Ruſſians; 
which laſt treaty - is founded on a reference 
to the treaty concluded between us the 11th. 
of December 1742, and is explanatory of 
one part only. It muſt muſt never be for- 
gotten. that in every begining of the laſt war, 
inſtead of our rightly endeavouring to acco- 
modate the diſputes between the king of 


Pruſſia, and the queen of Hungary, we 


formed a plain of a treaty for a partion of 
hisdominions, and that Ruſſia was depended 


on as a party to that treaty. By this laſt 


we ſtipulate they ſhould have their ſub- 
ſiſtance from, and the plunder of ſome 
country, not named: indeed ; but ſurely it 
cannot be France, and for the charges he 
have been at and ſhall be at, we engage to 
pay them 100,000/ a year in advance, till the 
proper time came for giving them half amil- 


lion a year; moreover we take upon our- 


ſeves the obtaining a free paſſage tor them 
through Poland. It muit be obſerved that 
in the laſt war we had a ſubſidy treaty with 
Saxony, for ſupplying us with his troops; 
he took our money as long as he could em- 
ploy them to obtain his ſhare of the parti- 
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tion of the king of Pruſſia then in execution. 
That over, he broke his bargain, and would 
not let us have them for our own real ſer- 
vice — But we were ſupplied by Hannove- 
rians— Of what uſe has been the great ſum 
of money we have paid in ſubſidies, fince the 
peace, to Bavaria and Saxony. The me- 
morial of his Pruſian majeſty, to which is 
annexed the original papers found in the ca- 
binet of the king of Poland, without 
our knowing THE SECRET ARTICLE OF 
ALL, together with what has been done, 
and is doing in Germany, and the part 
Ruſſia has taken in it, too fatally illuſtrates 
the whole Theſe negotiations being 
happily accompliſhed, they were immedi- 
ately followed with orders for ſeizing of all 
French ſhips, without any declaration of 


war, which inevitably muſt plunge us into 


one. But how was this nation to be drag- 
cd into an approbation of ſuch a continent. 
war again, after our laſt fatal experience 


it could not be done, unleſs it was by ſome- 


thing ſo very groſs, ſo-prodigious, that it 
ſhould ſurpaſs our underſtandings. A new 
and wonderful diſcovery was therefore 
made, that dark long nights were the beſt 
to invade us, with a greater number of ſhips 
and men, than ever was heard of before 


for ſuch a deſign ; for they had undoubted 
| | intelligence 
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intelligence of 700 flat bottom boats with 
zoo men in each, which amounted to no 
leſs, than 3 50,000, men The pannic 
from thence was ſo ſtrong, that every thing 
muſt be approved of The good peo- 
ple could not ſleep quietly in their beds from 
theſe dreadful apprehenſions, till they had 

* 14000 German watch-men Then ſunk 
this terrible mighty armado. 


Then it could not be believed that this 
mighty, new created naval power of France, 
was able to man above ſix or ſeven ſhips at 
Toulon Which will our poſterity ad- 
mire moſt, the credulity of the nation, or 
the credulity of the miniſters }——Is it not 
the higheſt infatuation, to depend ſo abſo- 
lutely on the corruption of ſome, on the 
reviving, the remaining, imaginary terrors 
of others — Even in the very inſtant of a 
fact, which ſhews their ſort of undoubted 
intelligence — Yet to our aſtoniſhment, 
tho' they placed ſuch an undoubted abſo- 
lute credit, in the boaſting account of a 
French commander; we are to have no 
regard at the ſame time, for the moſt ſolemn 
declaration of the king of France him- 
ſelf; as is every declaration of war, ſince 
it is an appeal, juſtifying the motives of it 
to all Europe: in which he ſays, , the — 
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land ſhould ever reſtect on the falſe- 
904 the reports, which have been 5 
him, concerning theſe fact; be will not 
Jurely forgive thoſe who have betrayed bim 
into the aſſerfion of what is ſo * from 
being true; that it cannot by any arti- 
fice be rendered ſpecious. 
Yet all their hopes muſt be be pla- 
ced in the blood of Byng's attoning for 
all negligences, and. in the marvellous, the 
undoubted terrible intelligence of 700 flat 
bottom boats Shall we therefore be ſur- 
prized at their modeſty; if they ſhould 
25 their utmoſt — . to ſend our 

own forces into Germany at laſt. 


The King of Pruflia, wiſely foreſeeing, 
ow his knowledge of our treaties with. 
the Heſſians and Ruſſians, reflecting on 
the continued plan of a partition of his 
dominions, with what paſted in England 
by miniſterial impoſition, \.the threatened, 
pretence of danger to Hanover, from France. 
The ſtrong prevailing arguments of the 
miniſters here, in the direction of the other 
aſſertion, that it was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for the preſervation of this country 
that there ſhould be a war of diver- 

ſion, to, waſte the treaſure, to diſſipate 
the forces of France. So conſummate was 
our 


(49) ). 


our abillities, that we thus treated the 


politicks of France as thoſe of arrant dri- 


vilers; by [proving it was their intereſt 
to avoid it, — their forces and trea- 


ſures to wodtd us in our moſt mortal 


parts. He was experienced too by our 
motives and conduct in the laſt war, that 
nothing was too abſurd, too groſs, that 
we would not ſwallow from 'miniſte- 
rial impoſition, if once a pretence could 
be found, to kindle a war on the con- 
tent. 


He therefore, to cut ſhort all dilatory 
negotiations, which mighit be deſigned for 
amuſement, ſent to his miniſter here, orders 
to conclude a treaty with us, on a 
drawn by "himfelf : it could not be re- 


fuſed, for then the mask would have been 


torn off, and the nation would not bear to 
be any longer impoſed on. Hanover was 
fafe by it; then the king of Praſfia's domin- 
ions would have NNE the only ob- 


ject. 


The event has ban the King of Pruſſia 
put an end to views of certain aggran- 
diſments; but above all, to that one which 
was moſt juſtly dreaded, as it might be the 
moſt fatal to us. Ought we not 8 
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fore from gratitude, wiſh him ſucceſs, 
and in this critical conjucture ſupport him, 
as far as is conſiſtent with our -poor remains 
of wealth, our own preſervation ; and for 
preventing for the future the purſuit of 
paſt favourite meaſures. 


No ſooner was this treaty, on the 16th 
of January ſigned, than the Imperial miniſ- 
ter here, ſpoke, of it in a high alarm- 
ing tone; great apprehenſions aroſe what 
would be the conduct of the two Em- 
preſſes, to one of which we paid 100,000). 
in advance. Would they lay aſide the long 
conducted plan of partition, or would they 
make à new one. How might the court of 
Vienna from reſentment, diſappointment, 
ſacrifice ſomething more material to us, to 

urſue the plan for which they were now 


in full expectation of ſucceſs. What too 


muſt be our mortified ſituation, when we 
conſidered our long proceſs, and when the 


happy moment of projection arrived, to 
ſee the buble burſt. 


The miniſter, in his laſt deſponding 


ſtruggles, hit upon a pretty eaſy expedient, 


ſuitable to his great genius, to obtain till, 
a war that might make a diverſion. 


They | 


FA 4 4 > St. At. Mc. to a 


G) 

They had been trying all their arts and 
addreſs; to involve the Dutch in a conti- 
nent war at their on doors; but were ab- 
ſolutely refuſed. But now for our laſt 
recourſe; without giving that cautious peo- 
ple any time to deliberate, we ſent our 
tranſports with a commiſſary to Holland, 
to bring over 6000 of their troops, before 
ever we demanded them, or delivered the 
for ever extraordinary important memorial 
of the 13th of February, to the States-general. 
— Does the princes declaration of war al- 
lude to it— The Dutch prudently refuſed 
them; that not ſucceeding, nor a war of 
divertion to be obtained, the Empreſs ne- 
gociated, and at laſt concluded her treaty 
with France. 


They were ſo abſorbed in deſpair and 
hopes for a month, that they could pay no 
regard to it, it muſt appear to us if there 
where any hopes, it would have been better 
to have ſent a ſquadron ſooner, than ſtay till 
they had none, for ns orders were given 
for one till the begining of March, though 
the intelligence was ſtrong and certain the 
beginning February, when the whole na- 
tion, as well as majeſty himſelf, was juſt- 
ly apprehenſive of our danger there. He 
very properly * all the officers of the 
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( 42. ) 
garriſon, immediately to. repair to their 
poſt, The orders from the War-office 
are dated the 3d of Febuary, application 
was made to the Admiralty for a man of 


war to carry them, the Revenge was - if 


pointed, yet it never occured to them, 
neceſſity of protecting it with a fleet, till 
ſome time afterward in March —— Such 
has been the conduct of theſe renowned 
miniſters — Yet the great ſtrugle againſt 
the people for their reſtoration to power; 
from their known wiſdom, abilities, boun- 
tifully rewarding of merit, and from the 
pure love of their paſt conduct — the blood 
of Byng is to attone for all negligences. 


Thus was our late miniſter ſo bewil- 
dered in that endleſs chaos of German poli- 
ticks, and from whence alone he is {till a 


darling favourite, that no attention was per- 


mitted to the glory, the honour, the com- 
merce of this nation, or our poſſeſſions and 
dominions, the ſource of all our wealth, and 
the reſpectable figure we had hitherta made 
in Europe, | 


The danger of Minorca was known and 
dreaded in November; there are many 
evidences of it, as well as of the care, that 


was thought neceſſary for its preſervation at 
OUT that 


r IT ICI. LE 


| (43 ) 
that time; in that only one important point, 
the ſending of another general with a com- 


mand there. — How late was the ſquadron 


appointed; how was it manned; how 
many {hips more might have been ſent —— 
What was the condition of the ſhips —Can 
it be credited, that on the 2 1ſt of March, 
the admiral ſhould receive a letter from the 
Admiralty, preſſing the utmoſt dilligence, 
from the danger Minorca was in; and as a 
a proof of it, they ſent him an extract of a 
letter from the Earl of Briſtol, communi- 
cating a defign of the French to make a de- 


ſcent'there; and yet not add one ſhip more 


to his ſquadron; but inſtead of ſending a 


greater force, they leſſened that very force 


which they before deſigned to have ſent ; by 


orders of the 25th of March, to diſembark 
the marines. But above all, how abſurd 


are the inſtructions and orders in every part; 


could it be believed, if they ever thought 
of the danger of Minorca, they ſhould not 


have taken care at the ſame time to ſend 
ſtores to Gibraltar, where every thing rela- 
tive to naval affairs, except places, was to- 


tally obliterated; where elſe could our Fleet 
be refitted or ſupplied ; could they poſſibly 


think, if the French attempted the ſiege of 
St. Philipp's, that the ſtores there and har- 
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bour of Mahone could have been of ſervice 
to them. 


1 muſt add too à few obſervations on 
their riddling inſtructions, in which is 
ſlightly mentioned the dange 


r of Minorca, 
as a vain amuſement, ſince, in their own 
words, they ſay. ©* advices which have 
<< been received relating to THE SUPPOSED 

% INTENTION of the French to attack 
% Minorca” and in another part ſay, 
and as it is PROBABLE they may be de- 
<«« ſigned for north America” which is fur- 
ther confirmed from the military deportment 
by the orders of the 28th of March to gene- 
ral Fowke; Sir, Jam commanded by his 
* majeſty toacquaint you, in caſe the iſlandof 
* Minorca ſhould be Id ANY LIKELIHOOD 

<« of being attacked, that it is his majeſty's 

e pleaſure you cauſe a detachment equal to a 

« -battallion”” &c.' thus we ſee the one on the 

30th of March is at laſt treated as a ſuppo- 

ſition, the other as a probability. And 

upon that foundation follows the ſtrange 

ſtuff of orders about unmaning our fleet, 

when they had no marines on board, and 

finely concludes with them, ordering an in- 

ferior unmanned force to block up a "RY 

* one in *EOUIOn, © F 
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It therefore plainly fully appears ; thatno- | 


credit was given to the ſtrong repeated in- 
telligences of the danger of 3 and 


their whole defence is now vainly, redicu- 
louſly to be placed on the panic they, had 
created; and the ſtrange terrifying inteli- 


gences of a French invaſion, ſome of which 


at the very ſame time tells them, that it is 
deſigned only to alarm us; others at the 
very ſame time acquaint. them of the eq 
apprehenſions the French were under, their 
great preparations to defend and guard their 
own. coaſt from us. Her 10 


But we now read, that they place their 
defence on the undoubted intelligence they 


had received of plans formed by that ter- 
rible Planner Belliſle, without conſidering 
the time of the year, and no troops ready; 
but his name alone is ſufficient. He and his 


plans were once ridiculouſly ſecured in the 


tower of Windſor, and we were ſhamefully 
obliged at laſt to diſmiſs him. But if it 
ſhall appear that the firſt intelligence they 
received that part of his plans were ap- 
proved, was, on the 19th of Febuary, how 
will they juſtifie themſelves for ſending the 


tranſports to Holland, and the delivering of 
Mr. York's famous memorial on the 13th, 
RE ta 4 the 
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(4) 
the day before they had received that in- 
e here. | 


But Byng dub to attotie for all Whit 
exulting triumphs in his blood were expreſ- 
ſed ; when mercy,' facts, reaſon nor argu- 
ments were not to approach us; from thence 


vvith his execution, they have concluded, that 


they were to return with redoubled power, 
tacked by deſparation, with bloody ven- 
gance 1 will not, I dread to mention, 
what alone can ſupport their deſperate thirſt 


of power. This nation never can, ought, 


or will be ſatisfied without a ſtrict enquiry 
into the ignominious negligent loſs of Mi- 


norca. They juſtly demand and expect it 
from their repreſentatives, where the inno- 


cent may be acquitted, and puniſhment im- 


mediately follow the ſentence of the guilty ; 
for they are enabled to judge of the un- 
fortunate admiral Byng by his trial. 


POSTCRIPT. 


Let it not be forgot that che national 
debt in 1726, was but fifty one millions; 


that the ſinking- fund would have paid 


off the whole my" year ſince, ex- 
. : of 7 : 1 cept 


r 


cept a few long annuities; nor the nume- 
rous overburdenſome taxes, with which we 


3 
7” 


are ſince loaded; that our debt, including 
the two millions and a half to be - 
rowed this year, is eighty one millions 
Then reflect on the cauſes that have 
thus exhauſted us, thus reduced us to our 


preſent deplorable tuation, and deſperate 
criſis. 
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